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1400 Troy Road, Collinsville, Illinois 62234 
Focus on God’s Word  Find the Truth  Follow the Lord 

Sunday Worship Assembly 9:30 AM  
Sunday Bible Classes (All Ages) 11:00 AM 

Wednesday Adult Bible Class 1:30 PM 
Wednesday Bible Classes (All Ages) 7:00 PM 

Connect 
facebook.com/CTCofC 

anchor.fm/renn-ferguson4 

youtube.com/@CTCofC  

collinsville-troycoc.org 

 

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 

Standing Firm in Hard Times 
-Jeff Arnette 

 

 

 

 

 

P salm 52–59, with a focus on Psalm 57:4, highlights a time in David’s life 
when he was surrounded by trouble. Sometimes we too face actual hard-
ships, maybe at work, in the home, or even unexpected crises we never saw 
coming. David’s prayerful words remind us that it’s normal to feel fright-

ened or stressed when circumstances seem overwhelming. But just like him, we can 
hold onto hope because God is bigger than whatever we face. Even in dangerous sit-
uations, David found the strength to praise God rather than dwell on his fear. 

Ephesians 6:12 points us to the spiritual side of our battles. Many times, the prob-
lems in front of us go beyond the physical difficulties we see. We might be dealing 
with anxiety that keeps us awake at night or temptations that test our integrity. It’s 
not that we ignore physical threats, but we recognize that our inner struggles can be 
just as significant. David wrestled with his enemies in a real way, but he also turned 
to God for the spiritual support he needed. This invites us to do the same. We can’t 
handle life’s battles alone; we rely on God’s power and guidance. 

Acts 16:23–25 shows an example from the New Testament where Paul and Silas 
praised God even in prison. Like David, their circumstances were bleak. They had 
every reason to feel hopeless, yet their response was to worship. Their story assures 
us that God’s faithfulness isn’t limited by location or difficulty. Whether we find our-
selves stuck in a dead-end job, dealing with strained relationships, or facing health 
challenges, we still have the option to look up and trust in the One who never fails. 

Taking these passages together, we learn that praise isn’t just for the good times. 
It’s a statement of faith that God is at work, even when our situation looks grim. In 
America today, stress can come from financial pressures, family conflict, or social 
tensions, and we often feel like we have too much on our plates. Yet, like David, we 
remember our experiences of God’s deliverance in the past. His record of faithful-
ness remains solid. When we cling to that truth, fear no longer controls us, and our 
hearts can find peace. In every trial, we have the assurance that God is with us. By 
lifting our voices in praise, we practice a faith that stands firm and shines light in the 
darkest places. 
- Jeff ArneƩe preaches for the Central Haywood church of Christ, Clyde, NC.  

- ArƟcle obtained from www.bulleƟngold.com . 
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July 8, 1-3 PM 

Clothing Closet 

July 12, 8:00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
Red Apple 
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Why Worship?  
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship 
Him. John 4:23 

Worship Service 

Announcements  

Song: 658 There Is Much to Do 

Prayer 

Song: 265 I Love Thee So 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

Song: 297 I Want to Be a Worker 

Song: 789 Work, for the Night Is 
Coming 

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 
15:57-58  

Sermon 

Song: 714 Trust and Obey  

Song: 378 Just a Few More Days (Vs. 
1) 

Prayer 

The Correspondent 7/6/2025 

Abounding in the Work of the Lord 
 
· Therefore- v. 50-57, Hebrews 2:14, 2 Timothy 1:10, John 5:28-29 
· My beloved- 12:12-14, 27, 2 Corinthians 6:17, Ephesians 2:10 
· Be steadfast- Colossians 1:23, Ephesians 1:14, Jude 3-4 
· Immovable- Luke 8:13-14, Ephesians 6:16, Revelation 2:10 
· Always abounding- Luke 2:49, John 9:4, Mark 6:31 
· Your labor is not in vain- Hebrews 6:10, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 

Romans 2:6-7  

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (NKJV) 
 

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord. 

NOTES: 


